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Sr. Bernard Fenaterwald 
1707 I St., BW, 10th floor 
Wash., D.C. 20006 

dear Bod., 

For the most part my advice, even vim sought, has been unwelcome, Almost always 
I as publicly silent about it. lot much more of tea do I discuss it ia private with other 
than friends, heading Lardner's this morning's story while 1 await today's mail is 
certainly a reminder - I did anticipate, I was ri gfat end, naturally, this was and is 
unwelcome and will create greater dislike of me and ay advice and ay record for a pretty 
fair degree of accuracy in approach and forecast* 

I do not think that there is much chance of anything now happ ening that can save 
your friend Downing from himself and his friends and the utter Irrationality ef it all. 
Certainly I am taking no initiate to do this. I've wasted too much time on the weird 
mixture of nuts and disinfermatieaisis* If you have not been told after the last ©f a 
series of incidents the seriousness ©f which I did cmderestiiaate I wrote Sprague I was 
having no sore to do with any if them as long as he and Oser are on the staff or any of 
them has a ytbiag to do with Lane. I did and do mean it. fho one exception 1 do not 
expect hut I also did forecast it when. I was asked, testimpay. They do not want it. Sow 

they can t stand it. 

m 

The best o f these people eld enough to have body hair are like just-foaled jaekasses. 
They are fiSwS-Grazy except where their records suggest the more sinister, entirely lost, 
totally incompetent in running an investigation and as insensitive to the needs of 2 ill 
survival as a determined effort could account for. it Is the first caution I gave Sprague. 
If Blek could not do better than what X have seen, not only what jardner reports, then 
what is he for except sucking m the public teat? 

I do not know all but I know mere than most because much semes beck to m and I see 
some. If there is a single trap they dlde-stepped it is not known to me. If there is a 
dingle w:ron#-step they could make on their own initiative and not make I do not know of 
it. If they have a branch for creating stupidities it is their one effeoiency and success. 

I had Bay om ways of making ay own readings quite separately from what ^ know others 
could be expected to say and create. On 10/20 X urged Sprague and the others with 00m X 
met separately to check things out with me and ay files instead of being the victims of 
their own laxk of knowledge. %t once has any one of them and they have done the incredible, 
like Sprague spending Ms time talking to a Bichard ism jowl ® of supposed fact, something 
he never discussed with me. For that matter not one of them has spoken to me of JFK, Well, 
it happens that a job applicant was there than, ^e was aghast, &© phoned me. I got my file 
oat and read it to him. It may have prevented lewis' employment but this is a way fox them 
to spend time? And on the Sprague level? 

Fro© your experience, once they teat for theplaated noa-stpry about the Mexico gity 
bugging, they did the right thing to send unprepared staff on a hol id ay trip there im- 
mediately? Or even to eall Phillips in without having the slightest notion what to ask 
gim about? They can^t use subpoenas to have witnesses appear and save staff time or use it 
to xpt prepare for questioning? Planes dan t fly both ways? 

These are relatively minor. I have no desire to talk about the more serious ones now. 

I do tell you they are very serious. Hegardless ©f what follows what the correct approach 
was and that this approach was not it are clear, do body will learn from this, especially 
not if they are continued. With this handling of money it will not likely be at the seal® 
requested- and should not be. It is, for example, insane to spend all they project on the 
dubious jPSBs end wlygrsphs. If they need these devices they have no reason to exist* 

W®$ all the big brains could not see this in advance - or heed it when they had it 
spelled out with what new appear® to be considerable precision 20 souths ago at BID - is 
not a problem for me. X eafiSt Compete with those of sick ego and baser motivation when they 
have notJaing else to do and I do. I'm sorry if Downing is your friend. Sincerely » 



